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STATEMENT 

“Red Card to Child Labour: Africa's Workers Demand Fair Play for Children and Decent 
Work for Adults” 

On this World Day Against Child Labour, the African Regional Organisation of the International 
Trade Union Confederation (ITUC-Africa, www.ituc-africa.org)  joins workers' organisations 
across the continent and around the world in raising a Red Card to child labour. We stand 
firmly with the 2026 campaign call: Fair Play for Children, Decent Work for Adults. 

Despite progress, 138 million children remain in child labour worldwide, including nearly 54 
million in hazardous work. Sub-Saharan Africa continues to carry the heaviest burden, 
accounting for nearly two-thirds of all children in child labour, around 87 million.  

The persistence of child labour on our continent is the direct consequence of poverty, 
inequality, conflict, and the failure of governments to invest adequately in social protection and 
quality public education. Progress on paper cannot mask the lived reality of tens of millions of 
African children denied their right to learn, to play, and to grow safely. We are committed to 
working with our governments to defeat and reverse structural challenges weighing down our 
continent and exacerbating developmental incidences such as child labour.  

ITUC-Africa affirms that child labour is fundamentally a labour rights issue. When adults are 
denied decent work, fair wages, and social protection, families are pushed into impossible 
choices. Ending child labour requires investing in social protection for vulnerable households, 
including universal child benefits, so that families do not resort to child labour. It requires quality 
public education systems, strengthened enforcement of labour laws, and responsible action 
across agricultural and supply chains, where agriculture alone accounts for 61 per cent of all 
child labour cases globally. 

On the occasion of this World Day against Child Labour, we call on all African governments to 
: 

• Fully ratify and implement ILO Convention No. 138 on Minimum Age and ILO 
Convention No. 182 on the Worst Forms of Child Labour, and translate these 
commitments into enforceable national law; 

• Translate the Marrakech Framework into action, delivering on the concrete roadmap 
adopted at the 6th Global Conference on the Elimination of Child Labour; 

• Invest in universal social protection, including child benefits and income support for the 
most vulnerable families; 
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• Ensure free, compulsory, and quality public education for all children, especially girls 
and children in rural and conflict-affected areas, through dedicated financing. 

Together, we say: Red Card to Child Labour! 

 

 
 

Issued in Lome, Togo, on 12th June 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
Akhator Joel Odigie 
General Secretary 
ITUC-Africa 
 

 


