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Ongoing heavy rains and flooding in Botswana: African workers express their

solidarity to the Government and People of Botswana

On behalf of the teeming members of the African Regional Organisation of the International
Trade Union Confederation (ITUC-Africa: https://www.ituc-africa.org/), | extend our heartfelt

solidarity to the Government, trade unions and the resilient people of Botswana in the face of
the devastating floods that have caused extensive destruction to infrastructure, livelihoods,

and businesses, and led to the temporary closure of critical border crossings.

We are deeply saddened by the hardships caused by these unprecedented rains, which have
disrupted trade and essential services and severely impacted countless families' lives. We
acknowledge the profound challenges communities face in affected regions as they contend
with the loss of livestock, damage to homes, and the broader socio-economic implications of

this natural disaster.

At this difficult time, ITUC-Africa stands with the government and people of Botswana and its
leadership in their efforts to provide immediate relief and implement measures to mitigate the
impact of these floods. We urge the populace to play down the blame game. Instead, everyone
and relevant institutions must be mobilised to make tangible efforts to assist people and
communities affected by the folds. We also call on the government to ensure it genuinely
positions itself to learn from this natural disaster and to review and update its disaster
prevention, mitigation and management playbook to handle future occurrences better.

We also call on the international community, neighbouring countries, and humanitarian
organisations to extend their full support in aiding Botswana's recovery and rebuilding efforts.

As the world continues to withess the increasing frequency and severity of climate-related
disasters, this situation underscores the urgent need for global solidarity in addressing climate
change and strengthening disaster preparedness, particularly for vulnerable regions.

Our thoughts and prayers are with the affected communities and all those working tirelessly to
restore normalcy and provide much-needed assistance. May Botswana’s enduring spirit of

unity and resilience guide the nation through these challenging times.

Issued in Lome on 17" January 2025

In solidarity,

: i
Akhator Joel ODIGIE
General Secretary, ITUC-Africa

All correspondences should be addressed to the General Secretary
Toute correspondance doit étre adressée au Secrétaire Général


https://www.ituc-africa.org/
mailto:info@ituc-africa.org

